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trunk was so large that four men with outstretched arms
could not compass it, and the branches were as thick as
ordinary trees of that species. This tree was supposed to be
the abode of a very powerful spirit, who exercised rule over
the mountains and wild beasts, and to this circumstance its
enormous growth was attributed. Several lude stones of
small size were placed at the base of the tree and worshipped.
It was the blood and ashes and other manure deposited
there on sacrificial and festival occasions that had nourished
and so wonderfully enlarged this colossal tree. Even the
native Government had refrained from cutting down this
monarch of the forest for their public works. While en-
gaged in the work of felling it, the missionary and workmen
saw a monstrous tiger at a short distance looking at them j
but on their shouting and making a great noise he walked
slowly away. Had any of the people been seized by this
tiger, it would certainly have been ascribed to the wrath of
the demon ; but the providence of God graciously preserved
them from all danger. The mountaineers firmly refused to
assist in cutting down the tree, so that they had to bring
Christian workmen from a considerable distance. At last
the tree fell with a terrible crash, which echoed amongst the
surrounding mountains, amidst the screams and cries of the
heathen, who from that time seemed to listen more readily
to the exhortations of the missionary. Much of the wood-
work of the chapel was made of this single tree; so that what
had formerly been used in the service of the devil now became
subservient to the worship of the one true and living God,

The minor superstitions connected with demon-worship
are well-nigh innumerable; they enter into all the feelings,
and are associated with the whole life, of these people.
Every disease, accident, or misfortune, is attributed to the
agency of the devils, and great caution is exercised to avoid
arousing their fury. We shall give a few illustrative details.